OPEN LETTER TO THE PUBLIC

Following the blocking of the screening of films at the 34th Istanbul Film Festival, flmmakers
have displayed a determined act of solidarity against censorship. Demanding a festival
without censorship, many films in the festival program, and also the juries of the national and
international competition have withdrawn from the festival, and all the competition-related
programs and the closing ceremony of the festival have been cancelled. A first in the history
of the festival, this is the latest link in the chain of censorship and control mechanisms both
film and other branches of culture and arts are being subjected to. Filmmakers and
professional organizations have previously presented many proposals to the Ministry of
Culture and Tourism for the laws and related regulations that enable censorship to be
changed; however, unfortunately, no concrete step has been taken on behalf of the Ministry
to provide a solution.

Our film industry has achieved many significant successes in the international field in recent
years. One of the most important tasks of the Ministry of Culture and Tourism should be to
produce and implement policies necessary to sustain this advance in our cinema. Within this
scope, the primary responsibility of the Ministry of Culture and Tourism is to encourage free
artistic production by filmmakers and enable films thus produced to freely meet with their
audience.

In the light of this recent event, we would like to remind the Ministry of Culture and Tourism,
and the public, of our demands regarding the issue:

1. Classification and evaluation regulations related to the official registration of cinema films
must be rearranged in the light of scientific criteria and international practices.

2. Local films screened at film festivals, or all types of similar cultural and artistic events
should, as is the case with foreign films, meet their audience without the requirement of any
official documents, on the basis of the account of the filmmakers, and under the responsibility
of the managements of such festivals or events.

3. The authority of the assessment boards of the Ministry to issue prohibition decisions
regarding the commercial circulation and screening of films must be revoked.

4. The Film Law, currently in draft, should be revised in consultation with film institutions and
must come into force in the shortest possible time.

5. Work must be carried out with the ultimate aim of founding the Film Institution of Turkey.
We invite the Minister of Culture and Tourism to organize an urgent meeting with
professional bodies for the immediate change of laws and regulations that enable
censorship.

We, the filmmakers, film critics, professional bodies, unions and festivals that have signed
below, declare in the presence of the public once again that we stand against all types of
implementations that constitute censorship, and that we will continue with determination and
solidarity to defend our professional freedom under any condition whatsoever.

15 April 2015

SIGNATORY INSTITUTIONS AND ESTABLISHMENTS

If istanbul Uluslarasi Bagimsiz Filmler Festivali (!f Istanbul International Independent Film
Festival)



Altyazi Aylik Sinema Dergisi (Altyazi Monthly Film Magazine)

Anadolu Kultur

Ankara Sinema Dernegi (ASD—Ankara Cinema Association)

Ankara Uluslararasi Film Festivali (AUFF— Ankara International Film Festival)

Belgesel Sinemacilar Birligi (BSB— The Association of Documentary Filmmakers in Turkey)
Buyulu Fener Kultir Sanat Dernegi (BFKSD—- Society for Culture and Arts Magic Lantern)
Canlandiranlar Yetenek Kampi ve Festivali (Canlandiranlar Talent Camp and Festival)
Cagdas Sinema Oyunculari Dernegi (CASOD—-Contemporary Screen Actors’ Guild)
Canlandiranlar Dernegi (Canlandiranlar Animation Association)

Documentarist Uluslararasi Belgesel Film Festivali (Documentarist International
Documentary Festival)

Filmmor Kadin Filmleri Festivali (International Filmmor Women'’s Film Festival)

Film Yonetmenleri Dernegi (FILMYON-Film Directors Guild)

Gezici Festival (Festival on Wheels)

Goruntl Yonetmenleri Dernegdi (Turkish Cinematographers Guild)

Hangi insan Haklari Film Festivali (Which Human Rights? Film Festival)

inénii Universitesi Uluslararasi Kisa Film Festivali (Inonu University International Short Film
Festival)

isci Filmleri Festivali (Labor Film Festival)

Istanbul Film Festivali (Istanbul Film Festival)

Istanbul Uluslararasi Kisa Film Festivali (Istanbul International Short Film Festival)

Kisa Filmciler Dernegi (Short Filmmakers Association)

Oyuncular Sendikasi (Actors Union)

Senaryo ve Diyalog Yazari Sinema Eseri Sahipleri Meslek Birligi (SENARISTBIR-
Screenwriters and Dialog Writers Film Works Owners Guild)

Senaryo Yazarlari Dernedi (SEN-DER-Screenwriters Association)

Sinema Emekgileri Sendikasi (SINESEN—Film Laborers Union)

Sinema Eseri Yapimcilari Meslek Birligi (SE-YAP—- Film Producers’ Association of Turkey)
Sinema Oyunculari Dernegi (SODER-Screen Actors Association)

Sinema Oyunculari Meslek Birligi (BIROY—Film Actors Society)

Sinema Yazarlari Dernegi (SIYAD- Turkish Film Critics Association)

Siyah Bant (Black Ribbon)

Tirkiye Sinema ve Audiovisuel Kiiltiir Vakfi (TURSAK— Turkish Foundation of Cinema and
Audio-visual Culture)

Ucan Supurge Kadin Filmleri Festivali (Flying Broom International Women'’s Film Festival)
Uluslararasi 1001 Belgesel Film Festivali (International 1001 Documentary Film Festival)
Uluslararasi Sug ve Ceza Film Festivali (International Crime and Punishment Film Festival)
Yeni Film Fonu (The New Film Fund)

Yeni Film Dergisi (Yeni Film Cinema Magazine)

Yeni Sinema Hareketi (YSH-The New Film Movement)

Yesilcam Sinemasi (Yesilcam Movie Theatre)

SIGNATORIES

Abbas Bozkurt
Ahmet Ozdemir
Ali Alpgezmen
Ali Atay

Ali Aydin

Ali Deniz Sensoz
Ali Ergul

Ali Vatansever
Aliye Ucar

Alp Birol

Anna Maria Aslanoglu

Armagan Lale
Arzu Gamze Kiling
Arzu Yayintas
Asena Giunal

Asli Akdag

Asli Cetinkaya
Asli Erdem

Asli Ertrk

Ash Ozge

Asli Ozgen Tuncer
Asli Sahin



Ayca Ciftci

Aycan Cetin
Aydin Orak

Aydin Yesilyurt
Aysun Erdogan
Ayse Bengi Celik
Ayse Betil Tekeli
Ayse Cetinbas
Aysen Glnsu Teker
Ayse Ozer

Aysin Akbulut
Ayten Baser
Azize Tan

Bahriye Kabadayi Dal
Banu Karaca
Baran Guler
Barbaros Altug
Baris Atay

Belma Bas

Belmin Séylemez
Benan Baf

Berat ilk

Berk Asal

Berke Bas

Berke Gol

Berna Gencalp
Betil Esener
Biket ilhan

Bilal Babaoglu
Bilge Elif Turhan
Bing6l Elmas
Bulut Reyhanoglu
Burak Acar

Burcu Over

Can Candan
Candas Bas
Caner Alper
Caner Canerik
Caner Erzincan
Caner Yalgin

Can Kilcioglu

Can Yilmaz
Ceyda Asar
Ceylan Ozcelik
Cicek Kahraman
Cigdem Mater
Cigdem Vitrinel
Cihan Asli Filiz
Coskun Irmak
Cumhur Canbazoglu
Cineyt Cebenoyan
Deniz Akcay Katiksiz
Deniz Kogak
Deniz Yesil

Dersu Yavuz Altun

Derya Alabora
Derya Durmaz
Derya Tarim
Devrim Nas
Didem Ayberkin
Dilde Mahalli
Dilek Aydin

Doga Kilcioglu
Duygu Kaban
Ebru Ceylan

Eda Gecikmez
Emel Celebi

Emin Alper

Emine Dursun
Emine Emel Balci Tuncel
Emine Yildirnm
Emre Erkmen
Emre Yalgin

Emre Yeksan
Emre Yetim

Emre Yurtsever
Ender Ozkahraman
Ender Yesildag
Engin Yigitgil

Enis Kdstepen
Enis Riza Sakizli
Ercan Kesal
Ercan Mehmet Erdem
Erdem Murat Celikler
Erdogan Akduman
Erkan Birgoren
Erkan Tung¢

Erol Mintas

Ersan Congar
Ersan Ocak
Ertugrul Karshoglu
Ertugrul Mavioglu
Esra Kizildogan
Esra Saydam
Esme Madra
Evren Lus

Evrim Kaya

Eylem Akin

Eylem Ertirk
Eytan ipeker
EyUphan Erkul
Ezel Akay

Ezgi Baltas

Ezgi Mola

F. Serkan Acar
Farhad Eivazi
Faruk Karacay
Ferhan Sensoy
Feride Cicekoglu
Figen Sakaci



Fikret Bekler

Filiz Alpgezmen
Fulya Emek Tanrikulu
Funda Odemis
Firat Aygln

Firat Yicel

Gaye Boralioglu
Gercek Taslioglu
Gokee ince
Gokee Isil Tuna
Gokce Suvari
Gokhan Horzum
Gokhan Mezarci
Goktug Ozgiil
GoOzde Onaran
Gul Abus Semerci
Gul Buyukbese
Guldenay Sonumut
Gulden Cakir
Gulizar Irmak
Guliz Kucur
Hakan Karsak
Haktan Pak
Handan ipekgi
Hasan Ozgen
Hasan Ozsoy
Hasmet Topaloglu
Hatice Yakar
Hikmet Yasar Yenigln
Hilmi Etikan
Hulya Sungu
Huseyin Karabey
Iraz Yontem

ilker Baris

ilksen Basarir
imre Tezel

inan Temelkuran
inci Demirkol

irffan Demirkol
Ismail icen

Ismail Murat Akman
ismet Kurtulus

Isil Ozgenturk
Janset Pacal
Julide Kural

Kaan Ege

Kaan Korkmaz
Kadir Beycioglu
Kadir inanir
Kasim Uckan
Kaya Ozkaracalar
Kemal Alptekin
Kemal Oner
Kemal Sevimli
Kemal Ural

Kerem Deren
Kerem Topuz
Kibar Daglayan Yigit
Korcan Derinsu
Kurtulus Ozgen
Levent Cetin
Leyla Yilmaz

M. Sadik Arslankara
Makbule Kosif
Marsel Kalvo
Medet Dilek
Mehmet Binay
Mehmet Eryilmaz
Mehmet Kurtulus
Mehmet Ozgiir Candan
Melek Gizel
Melek Ozman
Melik Saracoglu
Melisa Onel
Melisa S6zen
Melis Behlil

Melis Birder
Meltem Cumbul
Meltem Savcli
Memik Horuz
Meral Efe

Meri¢c Demiray
Meri¢ Ozen

Mert Akbal

Mert Firat

Merve Kayan
Merve Oner
Meryem Yavuz
Mesrure Melis Bilgin
Mete GUmurhan
Mete Sener

Metin Gonen
Mihriban Cumrall
Mihriban Sezen
Munir Karatas
Murat Akagundiz
Murat Ayman
Murat DUzgunoglu
Murathan Mungan
Murat Ozer

Murat Ozyasar
Murat Uyurkulak
Murat Yaykin
Mustafa Temiztas
Mustafa Unli
Mustafa Uzuner
Nadir Operli
Nalan Sakizli
Nazli Elif Durlu
Nazmi Ulutak



Necati Sonmez
Necmettin Cobanoglu
Nefes Senem Polat
Nejla Demirci
Nermin Aytekin
Nermin Er

Nesimi Yetik
Neslihan Aka

Nese Akkus

Nese Cehiz
Nezahat Glundogan
Nida Karabol

Nihal Emeksiz
Nilbanu Engindeniz
Nil Glleg

Nilgiin Ones
Nurcan Gizel
Nurhan Ozenen
Nuri Bilge Ceylan
Oguz Kaynak
Omer Tuncer
Omiir Atay

Onder Cakar

Onur Gilen

Onur Unlu

Orcun Oksar
Orhan Eskikdy
Ovgii Gokee

Oya Ozden

Oya Yice

Ozan Emre Yurdakul
Ozge Akkoyunlu
Ozgur Agaoglu
Ozgur Dogan
Ozgiir Erkok
Ozgiir Orug

Ozkan Kiigiik
Ozkan Maho
Ozkan Yilmaz
Ozlem Yilmaz
Pelin Basaran
Pelin Esmer

Pelin Turgut

Peri Johnson

Pinar Bulut

Ramin Matin
Rasim Dogan
Rasit Celikezer
Redife Zerener
Rena Lusin Bitmez
Rodi Glven Yalginkaya
Rodi Ylizbasi
Rojda Akbayir
Riza Kocaoglu
Riza Kira¢

Saatleri Ayarlama Enstitlsi

Sababhattin Cetin
Sabri Kuskonmaz
Savas Emrah Ozdemir
Savas Glvezne
Seda Derinsu
Sedat Yilmaz
Sehbal Senyurt Arinh
Selen Domag
Selda Asal

Selen Ucer

Selin Tung

Selin Vatansever
Selma Koksal Cekic
Semih Dindar
Senay Aydemir
Senem Aytag
Senem Tlzen
Sercan Gidisoglu
Serdar Glven
Serdest Vural
Serra Yilmaz
Seren Ylce
Serkan Cakarer
Serkan ipekoéren
Serkan Turhan
Serra Ciliv

Sevda Kantarci
Sevil Demirci
Seyfettin Tokmak
Seyhan Kaya
Sibel Tekin

Sinan Gungor
Sinan Yurdakul
Sinema Altindag
Sinem Sakaoglu
Soysal Demir
Sileyman Gurkan Anil
Suleyman Turan
Sahika Erkiran
Sebnem isiguizel
Tahsin isbilen
Tamer Baran
Tangul Sinav
Tankut Kiling
Tarkan Go6zubuyuk
Tayfun Pirselimoglu
Tilbe Saran

Tolga Afsin Kaya
Tolga Esmer
Tolga Karagelik
TUl Akbal Sualp
Tulin Ozen

Tung Davut

Tung Sahin



Turgut Yasalar
Turker Korkmaz
Ufuk Ozenates
Ugur Vardan
Ugur Yuksel
Ulas Ak

Ulki Songiil
Umit Koreken
Umit Kivang
Umit Topaloglu
Umit Unal

Vecdi Sayar
Veli Kahraman
Veysel ipek
Veysel Kerem Hun
Vincent Bouvard
Vural Cavusoglu
Yamac Okur
Yasemin Ozcan
Yasin Ali Turkeri
Yasin Semiz
Yavuz Ozkan
Yesim Burul
Yesim Tabak
Yesim Ustaoglu
Yilmaz Boran Kili¢
Yilmaz Okumus
Yoel Marenda
Yonca Erturk
Yusuf Glven
Zafer Ayden
Zaferhan Yumru
Zeynel Dogan
Zeynep Askin Korkmaz
Zeynep Dadak
Zeynep Guzel
Zeynep Unal
Zeyno Pekinli
Zamrat Burul



